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On Memorial Day, cars were swerv-
ing around in odd directions on a 

local shoreline road. When a neighbor ran 
outside to see what the cars were trying to 
avoid, she discovered a very confused or-
ange and white cat walking in circles in the 
middle of the road. Thankfully, she imme-
diately scooped up the cat, took her inside 
to safety, and called Forgotten Felines. The 
cat had no visible wounds, she said, and 
thought that she might be blind.

Pumpkin arrived at the shelter thin, dehy-
drated, scruffy, and with bad teeth, indicat-
ing she had been left outside on her own 
for quite a while. Her vet exam confirmed 
that she was not only blind, but also deaf, 
and had hyperthyroidism, cardiomyopathy 
(a heart murmur), and high blood pressure. 
Despite everything, Pumpkin blossomed 
under the shelter’s tender care. She wel-
comed every hand to pet her and hold her, 
purring in deep gratitude for the second 
chance at life that she might not have found 
elsewhere.

Each week that went by, Stephanie Lom-
bardo, one of Forgotten Felines’ volunteers, 
was drawn more and more to Pumpkin’s 
gentle nature. A month later, she and her 
husband adopted this sweet cat.

“She’s not what most people look for,” 
Stephanie says, “but I didn’t want her to 
live the rest of her life in the infirmary. She 
was always grateful for hands petting her, 
but she really needed a home.”

When Pumpkin first arrived in Stephanie’s 
home, she was timid and unsure of yet an-
other new place. However, by 10 pm, she 
had tested the boundaries of her new room, 
and found her litter box and feeding dish. 

“She eats as much as a little horse!” Steph-
anie laughs. 

Despite her blindness and crepitus (arthri-
tis) in her shoulder and hip, Pumpkin loves 
to play. She especially loves a very potent 
catnip toy, which Stephanie finds in dif-
ferent places when she comes home from 
work. Ivy, the Lombardo’s other cat, isn’t 
sure what to make of this new, older house-
mate, but they may yet make friends in the 
future.

Senior cats with special needs may not be 
the right kind of pet for everyone, but in 
a quiet and patient home, they will thrive 
with the love and care they receive. They 
return that love tenfold.

“She is a very gentle friend,” Stephanie 
says of Pumpkin, “and how rewarding it is 
to have her as a part of our family!” 

We cannot help cats like Pumpkin without 
your help. Please continue to support the 
work of Forgotten Felines and make a do-
nation today!

Urgent Message From the President
By Carol Andrecs

Our plight continued to grow and expand 
during the summer season.  Forgotten Felines 
was asked to handle a large farm rescue where 
cats were reproducing litters of kittens at an 
enormous rate.  To date more than 35 kittens 
were removed and taken into our foster home 
network, and over 28 adults were trapped, 
spayed or neutered, and released back to the 
farm where they will be fed but no longer 
reproducing.  Most of the kittens were 
starving and loaded with fleas and worms at the time of rescue.  
After more than 3 months of treatment and care, the kittens are 
now in excellent health and await their permanent loving homes.  

Adding to our dilemma are the countless calls of help from people 
who cannot spay or neuter their own cat, cannot continue to keep 
their cat, or calls alerting us of abandoned cats.  When will this 
behavior end?  We ask ourselves this question all the time but 
find no end to the escalating amount of cats in need.  Our job is 

never complete until every cat is spayed, neutered 
and vaccinated.  

If it weren’t for you, our generous patrons and 
supporters, we wouldn’t be able to continue.  
Your donations help us sustain our precious cats 
in our shelter until they find their home. Your 
contributions assist in life-saving treatment for 
our kittens so they are completely healthy at time 
of adoption.  It is increasingly difficult to maintain 

our shelter operation, pay our bills and continue our mission.  
Our organization is completely run by volunteers with no paid 
staff, covering 10 towns along the shoreline.  We operate solely 
on donations from the public.  Will you please continue to help 
us?  Every dollar of your donation directly benefits the cats and 
kittens in our care.  Thank you so much for helping us continue 
our mission.

For a few creative ways to help, see the back cover.
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