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Those of you who have been reading 
my stories for years (I swear they 
are all true!) know that I am often 

miraculously sent exactly where animals 
need help. Christmas night, 2008 was no 
exception. I was on my way to the shelter 
to spend some time with my buddies, when 
something made me get off the highway 
an exit earlier. I was driving along and 
decided to turn into the PETCO plaza and 
loop around back. Even though I shouldn’t 
be surprised anymore, I couldn’t believe 
my eyes when I saw a small white cat with 
black markings peek her head out from 
inside a dumpster.

I stopped the car and slowly got out, but 
the cat got scared and ran into the woods. I quickly set a trap and 
moved the car far enough away that the cat wouldn’t notice me, 
but I could see the trap. It was a long shot that she would even 
return to the dumpster, but I sat patiently in my car and prayed 
she would. Thirty-five minutes later, I saw her peer tentatively 

around the dumpster. She was so hungry 
that as soon as she smelled the tuna in the 
trap, she went right in.

On the ride to the shelter, I promised little 
Noelle that she would never again have to be 
outside by herself, so hungry she was forced 
to scrounge for food in a dumpster. Once safe 
inside with a warm bed and lots of cat food, 
she ate as much as she could and curled up 
for a relaxing night’s sleep. A bit shy at first, 
she quickly warmed up to people, and after 
being tested, vaccinated and spayed, was 
introduced to her new shelter roommates.

What a difference a year makes, as Noelle 
celebrates Christmas, 2009 in a home of 
her own. Adopted by a wonderful family, 
she has adjusted well, and is a very sweet, 
happy cat.  Now “a big, beautiful girl,” as 

her mother puts it, she plays just like the kitten she never had a 
chance to be while alone outside trying to stay alive. When she 
rolls over on her back and exposes her large stomach, she melts 
her mom’s heart with a tender look that seems to say, “Thank 
you for loving me. I must be the luckiest cat on earth.” 

President’s Message
By Carol Andrecs

What a year 2009 has been for 
both our cats and our volunteers.  
A large rescue of over 66 cats 

and kittens living and reproducing on a 
farm, cats abandoned at our door, private 
surrenders of cats from people who 
can no longer take care of them, rising 
foreclosures, evictions and job loss have all 
contributed to a tough economic year for 
our organization.

Heartbreak over loss of our critically ill and 
senior cats and a drop in adoptions will not 
stop us from forging forward to overcome 
obstacles. Our passion to help homeless 
cats and reduce overpopulation continues 
to lead us in the most challenging times.  
I have strong confidence in our dedicated 
volunteer workforce who have contributed 
their talent and time toward our success, 
step by step. I am excited about our new 
adoption partnership with PETCO who 

supports our adoption philosophy and 
brings community awareness to our 
organization. We are also continuing to 
expand our events to explore new ways of 
raising money.

Nonetheless without you, our most cherished 
supporters and patrons, we cannot survive.  
Your continued heartfelt donations allow 
us to thrive. Please consider one or more 
ways to help us:

•	 Volunteer some time

•	 Adopt a cat and give it a loving home

•	 Donate by becoming a sponsor, member, 
or providing something from our Wish 
List

•	 Have a tag sale and donate the proceeds 
to Forgotten Felines

•	 Ask birthday party guests to bring items 
from our Wish List 

•	 Sell your items on eBay and donate the 
proceeds

•	 See if your employer has a Matching 
Gift Program and double your donation

•	 List Forgotten Felines as a benefactor in 
your will

•	 Contribute to Sponsor-A-Shelter Cat

•	 Donate to Sponsor-A-Special-Needs Cat

•	 Petsit and donate the proceeds

I appreciate your continued support, happy 
home stories, pictures and kind words 
which are so meaningful and cherished.  
A special thank you is extended to our 
valuable volunteers who so generously 
donate their time to help our cats at the 
shelter as well as the invisible volunteers 
who work tirelessly behind the scenes.  
Best wishes to all for a very Happy, and 
healthy, New Year.

Christmas In a Dumpster
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